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INTER=ASIAN AFFAIRS 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA, QUEENSLAND REPORT VIRAL OUTBREAKS 
Wriabane THE COURTER=MAIL in English 15 Aug 80 p 3 


[Text] Port Moresby (Special)-—Twelve people are reported to have died 
in an influenza epidemic in a village in Papua New Guinea's southern 
hiahland's province. 


[t ts feared many more people could have died from the disease, but 
thelr deaths have not been officially recorded. 


A local MP and former Papua New Guinea Health Minister, Mr Pundia Kange, 
said yesterday the disease had killed many people in the southern high- 
lands. 


Mr Pundia Kange said the disease was very bad in the Pangia district of 
the province. 


Mr Kange claimed there were insufficient nurses, health workers 
and other paramedical ataff in the region to cope with the outbreak. 


(he Papua New Guinea Health Department secretary, Dr Allan Tarutia, 
said preliminary reports indicated there was both an influenza epidemic 
and a malaria outbreak in the area. 


Dr tarutia said it appeared the malaria had worsened the situation. 


A malarta control team was in the area administering drugs and carrying 
out other control measures, he said. 


Health officials confirmed it was possible there could have been many 
more deaths in the province than the 12 already reported. 


lhey pointed out that, because there was no proper system of register- 
ing deaths, it was difficult to say how many people were victims of the 
disease so tar. 


In Queensland four different strains of viral infection are circulating. 


— 











A State Health Department spokesman said yeaterday none had reached 
epidemic proportions, 


Nevertheless, doctors in Brisbane reported no easing in the number of 
patienta being treated, 


A doctor at lrincess Alexandra Hospital said several dozen outpatients 
were treated in the last 48 hours. Two people were admitted to hospi- 
tal this week. 


The Health Department's pathology section listed the four virus strains: 


Influenza A--a reapiratory illness accompanied by severe aches and pains, 
and headaches. 


Influenza B--gastroenteritis, headaches, vomiting. 
Respiratory syncytial virus--bronchiolitis in infants. 


Para-influenza virus--infection in the upper respiratory tract. 
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TYPHOID FEVER CASES AVERAGE 2-3 PER YEAR 


Naseau THE TRIBUNE in English 20 Sep 80 p 1 


Text] 


TWO BAHAMIAN women, 
who were stricken with 
typhoid fever last month, have 
completely recovered. 

And as there have been no 
reports of new cases, Minustry 
of Health authorities are 
satisfied that there is no cause 
for alarm. 

“The reported cases have 
been fully investigated and 
there is no reason to believe 
that there is any risk of an 
outbreak,’ the Ministry said. 

There have been 
approximately two to three 
cases of typhoid fever reported 
in the Bahamas each year. This 
figure compares favourably 
with those of other South 
Amencan and Caribbean 
countries. For instance in 
Colombia 6,249 cases were 
reported in 1976. 

“The occurrence of two or 
three cases of typhoid every 
year is not unusual,” the 
Minutry said. 

So far, officials have been 
unable to trace the fevers 
source. One of the women, 
who wes hospitahzed, was 


working at the recent CAC 
Games, from where it was first 
speculated the germ might have 
come. However, the Ministry 
has no evidence to substantiate 
this. The other woman did not 
even attend the Games, the 
Ministry saad. 

“We have no idea at all 
where it came from,” Mr 
Harold Munnings, Ministry of 
Health Permanent Secretary, 


said. 

Mr Munnangs could not say 
whether the two cases this year 
were related. But he noted that 
the two women contracted the 
fever last month, ‘the 
incubation period is past, so if 
anything else was to happen it 
should have surfaced by now." 

He said the Ministry began 
its investigation at the Queen 
Elizabeth Sports Centre, the 
site of the CAC Games, 
because “It was the last large 
event where a lot of contact 
with bodies and people’ 


occurred. 
However, he  emphasizéd 


that there is no evidence that 


the fever was contracted there. 


BAHAMAS 














BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES KILLS TWO--Two children died and several are being treated at the 
Maun Hospital for measles following an outbreak of the disease in Maun and 
surrounding areas, The Health Department in Maun confirmed the outbreak 
last week, It is reported that the areas which seem to be worst affected 
by the outbreak are Shorobe, Makalamabedi and Kareng. And an intensive 
vaccination campaign has been launched, Maun Public Health Nurse E.E. 
Morris has appealed to mothers to send their children to the nearest health 
facilities to be vaccinated, She stressed that prevention of the disease 
would certainly be better than curing it. Children who should have the 
vaccination are those who are aged between eight months and five years. 
Meanwhile, a Health Department official, Mr S.S. Kanyeru has started a 
vaccination campaign against polio and diptheria in some villages in 
Ngamiland, These include Etsha, Tsau, Nokaneng, Gomare, Nxaunxau, Qangwa, 
Xaxa, Sehitwa and Toteng. Mr Kanyeru has explained that although there 
has been no threat of these diseases, it was necessary to vaccinate 
children against them since they are just as deadly as measles. He also 
appealed to parents to take or send their children to hospitals, health 
posts and clinics for vaccinations. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
19 Sep 80 p 1) 





cso: 5400 





BRAZ ILL 


BREAST-FEEDING UP TO 6 MONTHS OF AGE TO BE URGED 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Sep 80 p 12 


[Excerpt] The National Food and Nutrition Institute (INAN) plans to iaunch 
a campaign throughout the country in the coming weeks urging breast-feeding 
of each infant up to a minimal age of 6 monthe (weaning is generally done 
in Brazil at 2 months). The purpose of the campaign is to reduce the high 
indices of infant mortality, malnutrition and infectious diseases at an 
early age, especially diseases involving diarrhea. 


In addition, as an audio-visual production by the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) which was shown yesterday at the office of 

Social Security Minister Jair Soares indicated, longer breast-feeding 

will make possible a saving in the consumption of powdered or artificial 
milk estimated at 7.2 billicn cruzeiros a year, equal to the total budget 
for the National Food and Nutrition Program (PRONAN) for 1979. This film, 
which laste almost half an hour, is to be shown at one of the future 
meetings of the Social Development Council, with a view to awakening the 
government to the need to provide special laws in support of women who are 
nursing and working away from home. 


According to the UNICEF, 42 percent of the Brazilian family income goes for 
the purchase of powdered milk, and a third or more of the weekly expendi- 
turesof each family go for artificial substitutes or infant food formulas. 

In 1976, each hospitalization for malnutrition of a child under 1 year of 
age cost the government 469,000 cruzeiros, while a large number of ex- 
clusively bottle-fed babies had to be hospitalized for acute gastroenteritis. 


Again according to this UN body, a study made of 200 babies hospitalized 
in Sao Paulo showed that none was breast-fed, and the same was the case 
with 96 percent of the deaths which occurred in infants between 6 and 11 
months of age. According to the UNICEF technicians, only breast-feeding 
stimulates the baby's brain, contributing to its future development, even 
if the mother lacks milk. They say that in the majority of countries, 
breast-feeding is giving way to bottle-feeding, although in Sweden, the 
United States and other countries mothers are now returning to traditional 
breast-feeding. 














In 1940, almost all the women in Brazil breast-fed their infants, but the 
habit waned in the later years, dropping to 12 percent by the 3rd month of 
infancy in 1974. In Recife, 25 percent of the mothers surveyed had never 
nursed their children, and similar resulte were obtained in Sao Paulo, 
Campinas and Pelotas. 


On the other hand, the UNICEF signed a protocol yesterday with the Mintetry 
of Welfare and Social Security. The protocol, involving resources totaling 
$140,000 (about 8 million cruzetros), calle for the experts from this UN 
body to provide advisers, until 31 December 1981, to the technicians in the 
welfare secretariat of this ministry, teach!ng them to make analyses and 
draft programs of action for the benefit of children up to 6 years of age. 


5157 
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BRAZIL 


HALF OF DEATHS NATIONWIDE CAUSED BY MALNUTRITION 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 8 Aug 80 p 11 


[Text) About 1.2 million (1 percent of the population) people die in Brasil 
annually, and half of these deathe are children under 5 years of age, the 
majority victias of malnutrition, Dre Roberto Alcantara, of the welfare 
secretariat at the Minietry of Social Security, and Joao Bosco Salomon, a 
professor at the University of Brasilia, eaid yeeterday. They delivered 
addresses at the meeting on health and nutrition being sponsored by the 
Brazilian Aid Legion. 


Salomon termed the food supplement program of “basic importance” to the 
health program. He said that it has been ecientifically demonstrated 
that 50 percent of adult capacity for individuale ie achieved in the firat 
3} yeare of life, including the formation of brain cells. 


Ae an example of the reduction in the consumption of food will real 
biological value as a function of price, Salomon mentioned milk, which, he 
eaid, increased in price in a period of 18 monthe from 6 to 19 cruzeiros. 


“Malnutrition,” he said, “ie extremely dangerous when accompanied by 
infection. Thus we guest invest in nutrition in order to avoid 4@ series of 
grave problem.” 


According to Salomon, half of the 4,000 hospital beds existing in the 
country are occupied by victims of malnutrition. The economic factor could 
not resolve the problem alone, the nutritionist said. in his view, re- 
distribution of income in order to put an end to the high malnutrition 
indices in Brazil should be accompanied by parallel programs of education 
and information for the people, so that they will be better guided. 


Municipal Situation 


The supervisor of the nurseries at te Annes Dias Nutrition Institute, 
Prof Lizete Gomes Cruz, said that the malnutrition index in the sunicipality 











of Kio te no more than 22 percent. He said that this estimate waa based on 
4 campaign puraued by the inatitute to reduce malnutrition in the achool 
population, 


Currently, she eaid, $00 achoole are served by the inatitute, which provides 
daily meale for the students. She noted that malnutrition ta the result 

of lack of vocational akilla, illiteracy, leek of nutritional tnformation, 
low family income and sanitary and housing conditions ae well ae an 
inadequate supply of food, 


After commenting that the problem of nutrition derives from and hae ite 
basic solution in the economic sector, Jose Carlos Valente of the National 
Food and Nutrition Inetitute added that at the present time, about 

30 percent of the Bragilian population is eauffering from malnutrition. 


The speaker atressed the importance of food supplement programs, not as 
mechaniame whose only goal is to dietribute foodetuffse, but alec, parallel 
with thie, to provide sanitary and aid campaigne for neglected population 
sectors, 


Conc lusion 


The meeting on health and nutrition sponsored by the Brazilian Aid Legion 
will end at 1730 houre today. The last speaker will be the vice president 
for human resources of the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation and director of the 
national health echool at that inetitution, Ernani Braga. He will speak 
on "An Overview of Health in Brazil and the World.” 


5157 
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BRAZIL 


GOVERNMENT TO IMMUNIZE 25 MILLION AGAINST MEASLES 
Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 16 Sep 80 p 8 


[Text) Srasilia--"Next year, Bragil will be in a position to produce the 
25 million doses of measles vaccine needed to serve the entire population,” 
a source at the Mintetry of Health announced yesterday. He said thie will 
be the firet result of the signing of an agreement involving 179 million 
cruzeiros between the Bank of Brazil and the Oswaldo Crus Foundation, which 
has been entrusted with the production of the vaccine. 


The agreement, which will transfer resources from the Scientific and 
Technological Research Incentive Fund (FIPEC)--a philanthropic body 
affiliated with the Bank of Brazil--will be signed next Thureday at 

1500 houre during the meeting of the Technical-Scientific Council of the 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation to commemorate the 80th anniversary of ite 
establishment. Vice President Aureliano Chaves will preside at the solemn 
ceremony and othere attending will include Minieter of Health Waldyr Arcoverde 
and Minteter of Welfere and Social Security Jair Soares, and Bank of Brazil 
President Oswaldo Colin. 


in the evening, again to celebrate the anniversary of the foundation, a 
geile event will take place at the National Academy of Medicine, at which 
the president of that body, Guillardo Martins Alves, will inaugurate a 
photographic exhibit showing the hietory of the foundation. 


Complete Cycle 


Thie same Minietry of Health source announced that the agreement represents 
the Brazilian counterpart to the Technical-Immunological Cooperation 
Project signed between Brazil and Japan last 13 August, calling for com 
pleting the cycle of nationalizing the vaccine against measles and 
poliomyelitis, which are currently being imported, by 1983. 


Draft Law 


Senator Henrique Santillo of Goias (PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Party)) proposed a draft law to the Senate yesterday prohibiting 











multinational enterprises from providing medical-hoapital and outpatient 
services, and eetabliahing | year ae the period within which these enter 
prises guet adapt themselves to the new requirement. 


The senator eaid chat various foreign enterprises functioning in the 
health sector have for some time been “underemploying medical professionals,” 
and medical unione and associations throughout the country “have indicated 


their rejection and objection againeat allowing these firma to continue to 
operate in the sector.” 
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GUATEMALA 


MALARIA OUTBREAKS INCREASE AROUND LAKE AMATITLAN 
Guatemala City PRENSA LIBRE in Spanieh 22 Aug 80 pp 8, 22 
[Article by Victor Manuel Arevalo) 


[fext) Progressive outbreake of malaria, reappearing in the areas of 
contamination, and a gradual increase in the number of persons who are 

ill, te the somber plight of hundrede of families in the vicinity of Lake 
Amatitlan. "The problem of malaria in thie tourist area and in neighboring 
villages is not new," said Dr Hector Augusto Godoy, director of the National 
Service for the Eradication of Malaria (SNEM). 


"We have been concerned about Amatitlan for many years. But there are also 
other places in the country in the same circumstances. An increasing 
number of cases have been reported in Verapaces, Peten and particularly 
along the Pacific coast.” 


To cite an example of the foregoing, Dr Godoy said that in 1974 the sanitary 
brigades reported a total of 4,000 cases of malaria, with a diminishing trend, 
in the entire country. 


Today the situation is different. In 1979, with a population of 7 million 
inhabitants, the report was somber, since the special commissions reported 
69,000 active cases of malaria, always within the same area of infection. 


The Situation in Amatitlan 


Referring again to Amatitlan, Dr Godoy said that in this sector everything 
is a vicious circle. Even while the antimalaria fight is being intensified, 
the influx of tourists from all over contributes to spreading the germ. 


He was even more emphatic about the workers on coffee plantations in other 
jurtedictione. When they return to Amatitlan after the harvest, they are 
infected with the disease. Villacanales is a critical area. 


This grave situation could be another result of the last earthquake, which 
made malaria an endemic disease. It has been determined that the years 
1977-79 were the most difficult, with the most cases reported during that 
period. 


ll 











Symptome 


Dr Godoy said that malaria manifests iteelf in two forma: benign and 
malignant. Fortunately, only the first type has been found in the Amatitlan 
area, "We hope that is all," he commented. 


"Even eo," he emphasized, "if adequate preventive measures are not taken, 
the victim can have a very bad time. Quack treatment or delaying medical 
aeeietance can cause death." 


The symptome are familiar enough in the zones affected, particularly in the 
tropice: chille followed by fever, aches and pains, exhauetion, feverish 
attacks every 48 hours, and a high rate of destruction of red corpuscles, 
enough to cause severe anemia. 


The general illness is similar to the first symptome of the flu, accompanied 
by profuse perspiration. However, the patient can actually be saved if he 
decides to seek medical assistance or the nearest firet aid station 
immediately. 


The Carrier Mosquito 


The mosquito which carries malaria is the anopheles albimanus. This 
mosquito inserts ite sharp stinger into a sick person, sucks the blood 
infected by parasites and then injecte it into a healthy person. For this 
reason the patient must be isolated. 


The total destruction of all the mosquitoes is almost impossible. To date, 
24 totally different species of anophelines are known, but fortunately only 
4 or 5 of those are capable of tranemitting the disease. 


The entire Amatitlan area ie vulnerable to the disease, with adults and the 
elderly being the hardest hit. The carriers have been fought from all 
angles, but with the passage of the years they have become resistant to 
many medications, including quinine. 


Fieh Are Safe 


However, Decametrine has been, par excellence, the most effective means of 
destroying the carrier. Its destructive action against the albimanus does 
not at all affect ichthyological (fish) life. There is also hope in 
synthetic medicines. 


Dr Godoy said there is growing evidence that April to June, particularly 
during the rainy season, is a crucial time, and for this reason the malaria 
service, aware of the concern of the neighborhood committee in Amatitlan, 
completely supports that committee. 


12 





To date no effort haa been spared in rendering early asslatance--medicines, 
technical aid and labor, among other thinge. This joint activity, the 
doctor believes, te the best weapon to contain the epread of malaria. 


Local authorities, regional committees and the three Rotary Clube in the 
capital are among the agencies which have been concerned and have rendered 
their cooperation. The SNEM, ae a priority task, hae already made a complex 
map of Amatitlan Lake. 


Thie map wae made for the purpose of beginning a vast fumigation campaign, 
which will aleo include neighboring communities. The statiecice for these, 

at present, are: Amatictlan: 494 cottages, 161 guardianshipse and 300 dwellings; 
Villa Canales: 169 cottages, 99 guardianships and 40 dwellings. Total: 

1,313 unite to be fumigated. 


In addition, it was observed, the campaign will take into account illegal 
equattere who, with no official documents, titles or rights, have taken 
over state lands and build their shacks on areas of the national reserve. 


Recommendations and Contributions 


Among the measures being taken as part of the health campaign to slow the 
spread of the disease are: to destroy all centers of contamination, even 
though this may be done in an unecientific manner, as for example, opening 
holes in the undersides of the old tires used as bumpers at the racetracks, 
which otherwise serve as breeding places for larvae; and to report to the 
proper authorities--the health authorities in thie case--any construction 
of outdoor latrines without septic tanks or specific sanitation measures, 
as well as persons who throw any kind of waste matter into the Lake. 


Funds for purchasing insecticides, whose positive results againet the carrier 
last exactly 2 years, will be administered in the form of donations and 
through the controller general of accounts, by the Central Rotary Club of 
this city. Carlos Paredes Luna, one of the strongest supporters and leaders 
of the campaign to protect the area, has said that the quota of 25 quetzale 
allotted to each cottage owner is minimal if one takes into coneideration 

the importance of the results of this investment. 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


MEASLES LN WEST LOMBOK=--Dr MN Suroso, chief of the regional office of 

the Department of Health for West Nusatenggara Province, confirmed that 
there was 4 morbilli or measles epidemic in the four subdietricte of 
Ampenan, Cakranegara, Kediri, and Tanjung in Weet Lombok. He said it is 
not yet certain how many children contracted the disease nor how many per- 
sons had died. As a protective measure, 4 mass treatment operation will 
be launched in the near future in these four subdistricte and in other 
areas concerned through a door-to-door campaign. The treatment operation 
ie to be conducted in thie manner because village parents whose children 
have contracted this disease are reluctant to bring them in to public 
health centere for treatment. This reluctance stems from their belief 
that medical treatment is forbidden [according to their religious beliefs). 
[Excerpts) [Jakarta PELITA in Indonesian 16 Aug 80 p 3) 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN EAST LOMBOK--Ase of the 32d week of this year (the 
second week of August), gasetroenter'tie, which is spreading in East Lom- 
bok Regent, Weet Nusatenggara, has tiken a toll of 110 of the 5,330 per- 
sons who suffered from the disease. The number of cases began to slow 
down by the 30th week of the year. A total of 342 cases were recorded 
in the 30th week, but by the Jlet week the number had dropped to 

269 and to 129 cases by the 32d week. It is expected that gastroenteritis 
can be controlled in the near future, Regent Saparwadi said. A medical 
group contacted by KOMPAS said gastroenteritis cases now occurring in 
East Lombok could be called routine. However, the outbreak of gastro- 
enteritis was different thie year from that in earlier years since the 
cases developed toward the beginning of the dry season. Ordinarily gas- 
troenteritis spreads during the rainy season. [Excerpts] [Jakarta 
KOMPAS in Indonesian 18 Aug 80 p 8) 6804 


LEPROSY IN CENTRAL JAVA--Dr Daniel Nugroho, supervisor of the Semarang 
Leprosarium, told Antara that ee of March 1980 there were 6,518 lepers 
in Central Java, broken down into 1,506 with type L leprosy, 4,902 with 
type T, and 110 with type I. Of these, 4,492 were outpatients. In 
1979-80 there were only 477 lepers in Central Java, broken down into 310 
with type T leprosy, 155 with type L, and 12 with type I. It was noted 
that most lepers are found in the northern coastal regione of Central 
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Java euch as Jepara and Pali, Within che framework of controlling Leprosy 
at thie time, the government has conducted an information campaign on 
leprosy, promoting the fact it t@# not a “curse sent down by God" but is 

a curable, common disease. ([Excerpte) [Jakarta HARLAN UMUM AB in Indo- 
ne@ian 28 Aug 80 p 5) 6804 


MEASLES EPIDEMIC ON KAMBING ISLAND==Dr Adhyatma, director general for P3M 
(prevention and control of contagious diseases) of the Department of 
Health, told KOMPAS on Thursday [31 July) that a morbilli or measles 
“epidemic” has been declared for Kambing Island, Madura, based on the num- 
ber of cases occurring there and the 60 children who died of the disease. 
Actually thie te not the first outbreak of measles in 1980. Earlier, mea- 
sles broke out in Clanjur, Weet Java, with 21 balitea (children under 5 
yeare of age) deathe out of a total 99 cases of measles. However, the 
greatest incidence and the most serious cases have occurred on Kambing 
Island. Aside from the greater number of deaths, socio-economic condi- 
tione on the island are very poor. The local population numbers 10,254, 
40 percent of whom are children over 5 yeare of age and 25 percent are 
balita. Balita on Kambing Ieland are poorly nourished and thus succumb 
more readily to a disease and serious complications develop more readily. 
Dr Adhyatma said that if there was ready communication between Kamb ing 
leland and Sampang Subdistrict, it is likely that the number of deaths 
from measles could be lessened. Aleo it appears that public participa- 
tion t# still low because no one is prepared to report the death of a 
child from measles. Only after a family comes to Sampang with a child 
to be examined ie it revealed that it is suffering from measles and that 
complications have arisen, with inflammation of the lungs. Only then 
does the family speak out to say that another child had died of a simi- 
lar disease. A measles vaccine is available, but it is difficult to 
store it in Indonesia because it must be kept at minus 20° [C.]. A 
“fresh dry" measles vaccine has been discovered only recently. Perhaps 
a “trial” of thie vaccine will be conducted in Indonesia because it re- 
quires only ordinary storage although it cannot yet be ascertained when 
such a broad-scale trial will be conducted because the vaccine is rather 
expenaive--costing about 900 rupiah for one injection--since it must be 
imported. [Excerpte! [Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 1 Aug 80 pp 1,9) 
6404 


GASTROENTERITIS, MEASLES iN MADURA, EAST JAVA--At the end of July a mea- 
sles epidemic on Kambing Island, Sampang Regency, Madura, caused the death 
of 60 children under the age of seven, and 393 older children were 
treated for measles. From the beginning to the middle of this month, 
Kambing Island again suffered the attack of another contagious disease, 
cholera or gastroenteritis. According to the initial report from the 
Sampang Regency Health Service, 70 persons on that island had succumbed 


to the disease as of 20 August. The report clarified that as yet no 
deaths had occurred although dozens of persons were critically ill. The 
disease has not yet been controlled. In addition to giving notice of 
thie desease, the report aleo said the Torjun area, which is part of 
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Sam pang Regency, had also been attacked by measles at the end of July but 
no jeathe resulted. Measles has been controlled by the local health ser- 
vice in that fiehing area. Information was obtained from the Regional 
Directorate for Prevention and Control of Contagious Diseases (DITDA P3M), 
East Java, that measles has also broken out in the Probolenggo area where 
ten balita [children under 5 years of age) succumbed in Wonoaseh village 
and 57 children contracted the disease, one of whom died, in the Waru 
area of Sidoarjo Regency. The disease has now been controlled in both 
areas. Gastroenteritis is also said to have occurred in the Madiun area 
affecting 11 persons in Josenan village, two in Kenduruan (Tuban), three 
in Sangkapure village (Bawean Island in the Gresik Regency region), and 
one pereon in Randuagung (Lumayang). Gastroenteritis has also broken 
out in the Bojonegoro area where eight persone succumbed to the disease 
in Balen village. Gastroenteritis and cholera are included among dis- 
eases whose cause is linked to environmental santitation. [Text] 
{Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 23 Aug 80 p 8) 6804 


GASTROENTERITIS IN ACEH--The number of cases of "gastroenteritis" in Aceh 
increased throughout the year in endemic proportions. It erupted in 
particular in regions with poor sanitation during the long dry season. 
During the fasting month just past, it erupted not only in the interior 
of Pidie Regency but also in Sigli, its capital. During this period there 
was no safe potable water in Sigli city because of the drought and be- 
cause the machinery in the Sigli waterworks broke down. In a short time 
the disease erupted in turn in other regencies. In response to KOMPAS 
questioning last week, Dr Yulidin Away, chief of the regional office of 
the Department of Health for the Special Region of Aceh, said, year~-to- 
year observation of gastroenteritis in Aceh led to the conclusion that 

ic ie an endemic disease. Conditions here are similar to those in the 
Special Capital Region of Jakarta. Sometimes the disease erupts when 
the drought is extended or where there is heavy pollution of the 

potable water sources. At this time signe of an increasing number of 
gastroenteritis cases have been observed in Aceh Besar. Gastroenteritis 
erupted earlier in South, North, East, and Southeast Aceh. Most recently 
it has aleo spread to Simeulu, West Aceh. According to a report received 
from the regional office of the Department of Health, about 700 persons 
were recorded as suffering from the disease during this year's gastro- 
enteritis season, 26 of whom died of the disease. ([Excerpt) [Jakarta 
KOMPAS in Indonesian 28 Aug 80 p 8) 6804 
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JAPAN 


BRIEFS 


EL TOR TYPE CHOLERA--Tokyo Sept 29 KYODO--Lunch boxes prepared by a 
fishmonger in Bunkyo ward, Tokyo, allegedly infected four persons with 
genuine cholera, according to an announcement Monday by the metro- 
politcan cholera disinfection headquarters. The authorities said the 
four were diagnosed as El Tor Inaba type cholera victims, and two others 
as germ carriers. None had ever been overseas, but authorities confirmed 
that they had eaten lunch boxes containing sashimi (raw fish slices) 
prepared by the fishmonger, whose name was withheld. A total of M 

out of 64 identified consumers of the lunch boxes complained of stomach 
problems, The fishmonger's shop has been closed since lst Thureday. 

The headquarters is continuing the search for the source of the infec- 
tion, [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English no time given 29 Sep 80 OW] 

Tokyo Sept 24 KYODO--A 67-year-old company employee of Kita ward, 

Tokyo, has cholera and is now being kept in a hospital isolation ward. 
It is the fourth such case this month. The four are suffering from 

the El Tor-Inaba strain of cholera, and as none of them has been 
overseas recently, public health officials are now searching for the 
cause. Two of the sufferers are known to have attended the same 
children's birthday party in Bunkyo ward. As part of their investiga- 
tions, the officials are checking the food the cholera victims have 
eaten and people who may have come into contact with the sufferers, 
including anyone who has recently returned from abroad. In particular 
they are investigating people connected with the preparation of food who 
have been overseas lately. The 67-year-old man currently in hospital 
began suffering from diarrhoea on September 16, and went for a medical 
examination the following day, but it was not until Wednesday that he 
was confirmed as a cholera victim. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English 

no time given 24 Sep 80 OW] 


CSO: 5400 
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MALAWI 


BRIEFS 


POLIO VACCINATIONS=--More than 25,000 children of up to two years will be 
vaccinated against polio in the district. The month-long polio vaccination 
campaign which has been organized by the Ministry of Health started on 
September 2 in the area of Chief Kachindamoto and according to a spokesman 
of the vaccination team from Dedza Hospital, 2,500 have already received 
the firet dose. The spokesman said that every child will receive three 
doses, given at a four-week interval, in order for the child to be com- 
pletely protected from polio disease. He said two drops of the vaccine 
taken by mouth formed a single dose. He said that the vaccinators have 
now moved to Matumba Health Centre in Dedza West Constituency where they 
will cover the areas of Chief Pemba and Sub-Chief Chilikumvendo. [Text] 
[Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 12 Sep 80 p 3) 


ANTLPOLIO AID FROM ROTARY--Blantyre, Thursday~--District governor of Rotary 
District 925, Mr. Nigel Collings, said yesterday Rotary International was 
proposing to allot some 220,000 Us dollare to the ‘Malawi Against Polio’ 
campaign. Speaking to MANA before departure for South Africa, he said: 
"On the tremendous effort which is going to start on the ‘Malawi Against 
Polio’ campaign, Rotary International is proposing to allot money to the 
extent of 220,000 US dollars together with technical expertise." He said 
his organisation will be working in close collaboration with local Rotary 
Clubs here and other service clubs.--MANA [Text] (Blantyre DAILY TIMES 
in English 26 Sep 80 p 4] 
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NE PAL 


BRIEFS 


ENCEPHALITIS DEATH--Rajbiraj, Sept, 2l--A 25-year-old woman died of 
encephalitis at local Sagarmaha Zonal Hospital the other night, reports 
RSS, Four other encephalitis victims are undergoing treatment at the 
hospital, Two youths and a child are among the four brain fever cases, 
Since the month of April last eight people have died of encephalitis at 
the hospital and 40 others have been discharged after treatment. [Text] 
(Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 22 Sep 80 p 3) 


ENCEPHALITIS CAUSES PANIC IN BIRGUNJ=-Birgan), Sept. 24--Incephalitis 
which has epread in Birgunj and some adjoining areas in the past few days 
hae made people panicky, reports RSS. More than 7 persons are reported 
to have died of this dreaded disease in Duncan hospital of Raxaul, India 
and six others rendered unconscious by this disease were admitted to the 
hospital, Likewise, three persons died of the disease in Narayani zonal 
hospital in the month of Bhadra and nine other persons suffering from it 
were admitted to the hospital yesterday, One of the three victims of the 
disease being treated at a private nursing home of Raxaul has succumbed 
to the disease. Local people complain that the town panchayat as well as 
local administration has done little to prevent the spread of the disease. 
They have also demanded that the centre should take initiative in this 
direction. [Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 25 Sep 80 p 3] 


ENCEPHALITIS DEATHS AT 54--Katmandu (Nepal) Sept, 28--The death toll rose 
to 54 in an epidemic of encephalitis, or sleeping sickness, in Southern 
Nepal as the Nepalese national news agency reported that 40 more children 
had died, The agency said that 105 people had been hospitalized with the 
disease in the town of Phairahawa, 200 kilometers (120 miles) southeast of 
the Nepalese capital, and that 12 of them were in serious condition, 
Thirty people are reported to have died in Bhairahawa, located in Nepal's 
tropical Terai belt adjacent to the Indian states of Bihar and Uttar 
Pradesh, Earlier, reports said that 12 people had died from encephalitis 
in the town of Birguni, 130 kilometers (78 miles) south of here, Medical 
authorities said children were more prone to the disease than adults.--APA 
(Text] [Peshawar KHYBER MAIL in English 29 Sep 80 p 4] 
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PAKISTAN 


MULTI-PURPOSE HEALTH INSTITUTE BE’NG ESTABLISHED 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 27 Sep 80 p 3 


(Text) 


CSO: 


5400 


KARACHI, Sept 26: The 
Federal Government is setting 
up a multipurpose national 
health institute which, among 
other things will investigate 
epidemics and other com- 
municable diseases and 
conduct research on these 
problems using modern tecb- 
niques, it is learnt here. 

The institute will advise the 
Federal Government on ‘he 
control of diseases by suitabie 
methods and implement all 
the schemes and proposals 
approvea by the Federal 
Government for it. 

It will function as sole pro 
ducer of vaccines and sera fo 
prophylactic and the therapeu 
tic use and acquire capability 
of meeting domestic and 
foreign demands. 

The institute is expected tv 
develop methodology and 
standardise techniques for the 
investigation of various dis 
eases prevalent in the country 
and to dissipate these tech- 
niques to the people working 
in the profession by hoiding 
training courses 

It will also develop an 
institute of tropical disease 
for research and training and 
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function as national type 
culture collection centre as 
well develop a national virus 
reference centre. 

The institute will also con- 
duct research and training in 
community medicine and 
health services development 
and control environment with 
special reference to air, water 
and food pollution 

The institute will further 
analyse and test the quality 
of drugs and act as the labora- 
tory for the purpose of sub 
Section (5) of Section 22 of 
the Drugs Act, 1976 (XXXT) 
of 1976. ' 


Other important functions 
of the institute will be: 

—To impart training in 
drug analysis, 

—To advise the Federal 
Government in developing 
food standards and wure food 
laws in collabora ion with 
the international agencies 
like the World Health Organi 
sation and FAO, 

—To undertake repair and 
maintenance of sophisti-ated 
electromedical equipment for 
other institutions on agreed 
terms and conditions —PPI 




















PAKISTAN 


STEPS TO ERADICATE TUBERCULOSIS TAKEN 


Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 27 Sep 80 p 10 
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PAKISTAN 


BRLEFS 


CHOLERA LN WAZLRABAD~-Wagirabad, Sept, 27--Shakil Ahmad, 3, and Khalil 
Ahmad, 1, the sons of a poor labourer, Jameel, of the local Jinnah Colony, 
have expired within eight hours of each other, Both the boys who complained 
of stomach ache had a fit of vomiting and died before any medical aid could 
be obtained for them, The general idea here is that they were victims of 
cholera, [Text] (Lahore THE PAKISTAN TIMES in English 28 Sep 80 p 5) 


TB AMONG AFGHAN REFUGEES--Tuberculosis has spread widely amongs the Afghan 
refugees living in the camps in Baluchistan and Frontier province, This 

was stated in a report submitted before the International Union Against 
Tuberculosis (LEAT) which met in Prague to consider the problems connected 
with refugees, The Pakistan National Tuberculosis Association, which 
participated in the meeting, told the LEAT that if the patients among the 
refugees were not treated there was danger of spread of the disease wherever 
they went. The Pakistan Association also told the IEAT about the prevailing 
condition of the disease among the refugees and presented some proposals to 
control the disease among the refugees when they were still in the camps, 
The [EAT which is Paris-based organistaion with a membership of 105 coun- 
tries unanimously approved the proposals presented by Pakistan and the 
Canadian Lung Association, announced a preliminary offer to set up 4 mobile 
mass miniature radiography plant for X-ray work,--PPI (Text) (Karachi 
MORNING NEWS in English 4 Oct 80 p 5) 
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BRIEFS 


MORE CHOLERA DEATHS--Singida--Eleven more people have died of cholera in 
Singida region in the past 2 weeke bringing the number of cholera deaths 
gince ite outbreak leet June to 49. The Singida regional medical officer, 
(Francie Mboai), eaid in Singide that moet of the deaths had occured at 
(Ndukomo) and (Shime) villages in Uramba district, which was the most 
affected by the epidemic. The number of cholera cases has dropped from 
more than 250 3 monthe ago to 33 currently being treated at a (?quarantine 
station) in the region, (Text) ([(LD140156 Dar es Salaam in Englieh to 
Fast Africa 1600 GMT 13 Oct 60) 


MORE CHOLERA VICTIMS--Shinyange--Cholera has broken out again in aix 
villages in Shinyanga Region and has claimed 12 lives. The Shinyanga 
regional development director, (Emanual Mudogo), said in Shinyanga today 
that the first outbreaks in the area in Auguet claimed 15 lives and 

) people were treated. Seventeen others are etill undergoing treatment 
at Ukom Center. Two medical teams from Shinyanga Government Hospital 
have been gent to the area to treat those affected and also impress 

on the villagere the need to maintain personal hygiene. [1D100453 

Dat @s Salaam Radio in English to Central and Southern Africa 

1600 GMT 9 Oct 860 LD/EA] 
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THALLAND 


KFFORT TO COMBAT MALARIA DESCRIBED 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 25 Aug 80 p 4 


interview with br Chusak Prasithisuk, the Head of the Applied 
esearch Section, Malaria Division: “The Malraia Clinic"; 
date and place not given) 


Sages’ Today, we will discuss malaria under 
the title "The Malaria Clinic.” Malaria is a 
type of communicable disease that is trans- 
mitted by the anopheles mosquito. This disease 
is an important public health problem in our 
country. The government, through the Malaria 
Division of the Communicable Disease Control} 
Department, Ministry of Public Health, has 
tried in every way possible to control and 
eradicate malaria so that it is no longer 

a public health problem in Thailand. It has 
also tried to prevent the spread of this 
disease. As for controlling and eradicating 
malaria, there are many different techniques 
and measures but today we will discuss the 
malaria clinic, which is at present the most 
important measure in controlling and eradicating 
malaria. Dr Chusak Prasithisuk, the head of 
the Applied Research Section of the Malaria 
Division, will clarify things for readers. 


Question: What is a malaria clinic? 


Answer: Before discussing the malaria clinics, I would first 
like to indicate Thailand's goals in controlling and eradicat- 
ing malaria. Concerning the aims of the malaria control and 
eradication program that we formulated in the Fourth National 
Economic and 5o0cial Development Plan, the two basic aims are 
as follows: 

















1. Aw for the various jungle, mountain and border areas, where 
the high incidence of malaria makes it difficult to work, we 
have designated these as control areas, We are trying to lower 
the malaria affliction and death rates here as much as 
possible, At present, there are approximately 9 million people 
living in such areas. 


2. As for the areas where the incidence of malaria is low, 
which composes the major portion of the country and in which 
approximately 35 million people live, we have designated such 
areas eradication areas. We are striving to completely 
eradicate malaria from these areas and prevent malaria from 
occurring here again. 


As for malaria control and eradication measures, there are many 
different measures. We have selected the best and most 
economical measures for use, The measures that we are using at 
present include preventing people from being bitten by 
mosquitoes, exterminating and shortening the life span of the 
carrier mosquitoes and killing the malaria parasites using 
druqs. As for the malaria clinics, this is one measure for 
lowering the affliction rate, for lowering the death rate for 
those who have malaria and for helping to put an end to the 
drug immunity of some types of malaria parasites, which is 
presentlyavery important problem in our country. The method of 
operation is to determine the [type of] malaria parasite at a 
blood testing station and immediately distribute suitable types 
and quantities of drugs in accord with the situation and the 
type of parasite found in the patient. 


Thus, the malaria clinics are government support stations that 
check blood samples and that treat those who have malaria. The 
people who work at these stations are officials from the 
Malaria Division, These stations include malaria offices, 
malaria units, malaria centers and offices established in 
jungle and mountain areas. Concerning the examinations and 
treatments, all our services are given free of charge. 


Question: What is the scope of the work of the malaria clinics? 


Answer: I would like to see the malaria clinics be support 
stations that examine for and treat malaria only. As for 
people suffering from other diseases, we cannot examine or 
treat them. Thus, those who come to the malaria clinics for 
service should be people who suspect that they have malaria. 
These include people who have a fever, who have a history of 
fever, who have lived in the jungle and mountains or in areas 
where malaria is found and who, for other reasons, feel that 
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they might have malaria. The basic duty of the malaria clinics 
is to checkfor malaria parasites and treat those who have 
malaria, Patients who come for treatment will receive good 
care from our officials. As for people who have severe cases 
of malaria or related disorders, our officials will arrange 
for them to receive treatment at the nearest hospital or 
medical institute. They will consider how best to transfer the 
patients and provide them with help. Our Malaria Division has 
established regulations and various recommendations for the 
officials stationed at the malaria clinics and these officials 
have satisfactorily completed training seminars. 


The malaria clinics provide examinations and treatment only for 
people with malaria and people suspected of having malaria. As 
for people with other diseases, they can use the services of 
other medical institutes, health offices or hospitals, for 
example, 


Question: Who are these officials stationed at the malaria 
clinics and of how much service can they be to the sick? 


Answer: The officials stationed at the malaria clinics are 
officials of the Malaria Division who have been assiqned to 
work at the malaria clinics. We call these officials malaria 
examination and treatment officials or E.T.0. for short. We 
select these officials and provide them with training so that 
they know the basic principles of first aid, so they can 
examine people and distinugish the different types of 
parasites, so they can treat malaria and so they Know the 
symptoms of other diseases similar to malaria. These officials 
have received qood training and, therefore, I am confident that 
they can provide their patients with qood service. Besides 
this, there is also a system of inspections, which are made 
at frequent intervals under the supervision of higher level 
officials, 


Question: At present, how many malaria clinics are there and 
what plans do you have concerning this? 


Answer: At present, there are approximately 185 malaria 
clinics. Most are located at malaria offices and malaria units. 
Ne are trying to open malaria clinics in areas with a high 
incidence of malaria and that have a malaria problem, Before a 
malaria clinic can be established in an area, there must be 
equipment for conducting the work, especially microscopes for 
examining and identifying the parasites, and equipment for 
otner tasks. As for 1980, the Malaria Division plans to open 
an additional 250 malaria clinics. The money for this will be 














obtained from foreign aid programs, which will provide money 
to purchase microcsopes and various types of equipment and to 
train the examination and treatment officials, 


Question: What are the office hours of these malaria clinics? 


Answer: The malaria clinics have the same office hours as 
government offices in general, They are open daily | Monday- 
Friday] from 0830-1200 hours and from 1300-1530 hours, with 
the exception of official holidays. As for these clinics, they 
are open on official holidays when necessary. 


The malaria clinics are malaria examination and treatment 
stations only. Whenever people from a malarial area or people 
who have travelled through such an area have symptoms such as 
headache, fever or fatigue, they are requested to go for a 
malaria examination and treatment. We provide such service 
free. Malaria clinic offices are located throughout the 
country at nearby malaria offices, malaria units and malaria 


centers. The malaria officials will be very glad to serve 
these people. 
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THALLAND 


DETAILS OF MALNUTRITION, EFFECTS REPORTED 
Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 23 Aug 80 pp 3, 12 


[Article: "Surveys Have Found That Large Numbers of Thais Are 
Suffering From Malnutrition” | 


(Text ] The Division of Nutrition in the Department of Health, 
Ministry of Public Health, has reported the results of the 
study made concerning the food and nutrition problem in the 
country. In short, during the period of the Fourth National 
Beonomic and Social Development Plan (1977-1981), Thailand has 
continued to have a malnutrition problem. Malnutrition is a 
major problem. 


The report stated that concerning the malnutrition problem, 
some people have become sick because they do not get enough 
protein, they are not consuming enough calaries in accord with 
the needs of the body and they lack vitamins 81 and B2. 
Besides this, people suffer from goiter because of a lack of 
iodine and they suffer from gallstones in the urinary bladder. 


The lack of sufficient protein and calaries is especially 
harmful to infants, preschool and school age children, pregnant 
women and nursing mothers. 


About 52-76 percent of the preschool children ages 6 months to 
5 years who live in Bangkok slum areas and in rural areas and 
approximately 30 percent of the school-age children have 
severe cases of malnutrition. 


Besides this, from the survey it was learned that, in the 
northern provinces, 72 percent of the people have goiter. A 
high percentage of the pregnant women and nursing mothers do 
not have a sufficient food intake and the result of this is 
that the new-born infants are below the standard weight of 
those infants born to mothers from middle-class families. 
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The survey also found that the people in general, especially 
laboring people such as farmers and laborers and even monks 

and prisoners, regularly have nutritional problems, It appears 
that the average pry ame of Thai males and females are ‘4 and 
47 kilograms respectively. These are below the standard weights 
of 65 and 55 kilograms stipulated by the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization. 


Poverty is an i rtant reason why Thai people do not have 
sufficient food intake in accord with the needs of the body. 
From the survey, it was learned that low-income families in the 
capital spend an average of 47 percent of their total monthly 
income on food items, Families living outside the cities and 
sub-municipalities spend an average of 48 percent of their 
monthly incomes on food. 


The reasons for malnutrition are a lack of knowledge about how 
to select the proper foods, erty, @ lack of education and 
the various beliefs in the different localities. Besides this, 
re | people still think that, concerning daily food consumptin, 
it is sufficient simply to eat enough to feel full. 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


SEVERE MALNUTRITION STATISTICS--The Ministry of Public Health 
has conducted a survey concerning malnutrition among preschool 
children in Thailand and found that 56 percent are suffering 
from malnutrition. The northeast has the greatest number 
followed by the north. The Division of Nutrition, Department 
of Health, Ministry of Public Health, conducted a countrywide 
survey concerning malnutrition among preschool children. The 
disease stems from a lack of protein foods between the ages of 
6 months and 5 years. It appears that 56 percent of the 
children in this age group are suffering from malnutrition. 
Statistics on the number of children with this disease show 
that a total of 111,200 children had this disease in 1972 and 
that 55,000 died. As for these figures on the number of 
preschool children suffering from malnutrition, the Division 
of Nutrition stated that the northeast, with a rate of 59 
percent, has the greatest number followed by the north with 
54 percent, the south with 51 percent, the central region with 
47 percent and the east with 42 percent. Besides this, children 
with such severe cases of malnutrition that they had to be 
hurriedly sent to the hospital for treatment were also found. 
The greatest number of such cases were in the north, with 2.30 
percent, followed by the northeast with 2.06 percent, the 
south with 1.59 percent, the east with 1.52 percent and the 
central region with 1.25 percent. [Text] [Bangkok SIAM RAT in 
Thai 19 Aug 80 p 2] 11943 


DIPTHERIA OUTBREAK--Diptheria, of which there has not been any 
cases for a long time, has cropped up and is spreading again, 
especially in Bangkok. All parents should take precautionary 
measures. General Sarit Wongthuaithong, the deputy governor of 
Bangkok made this announcement yesterday. During the past 8 
months, throughout the country, 80 children have come down 
with diptheria and some have died. This disease can even 
afflict older children who are 17 and 18 years old. The 
disease first appeared in Bangkok and other large cities such 
as Khon Kaen, Phitsanulok and Chiang Mai. The deputy governor 
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of Bangkok stated that people should quickly take their 
children to public health stations or hospitals for examin- 
ation and vaccinations, At present, vaccine has been sent to 
provide support and there is no charge for the vaccinations, 
Children who have been vaccinated are safe from the disease 
for one year. In particular, children under the age of 5 
should be vaccinated as soon as possible. [Text] [ Bangkok 
SIAM RAT in Thai 8 Aug 80 pp 1, 12] 11943 


HEMORRHAGIC FEVER, MENINGITIS--Hemorrhagic fever and meningitis 
are spreading throughout Saraburi. Fifteen children have died 
and hundreds of others are ill. Besides this, cases have also 
appeared in neighboring provinces. Doctors have warned 

parents to take strict precautionary measures and not let 
their children be bitten by mosquitoes or allow them to play 
with animals that are carriers of these diseases. At 1800 
hours on 23 August, a reporter in Saraburi Province reported 
that Dr Saiphin Anutakunchai, a doctor on the children's ward 
at the Saraburi Hospital, had stated that, at present, 
hemorrhagic fever and meningitis have spread throughout 
Saraburi Province. In particular, during the July-August 
period, there were approximately 530 cases involving children 
up to age 15 and 15 of these people have died from these 
diseases. Dr Saiphin also stated that at least 20 patients a 
day have been coming in for treatment. There are not enough 
beds for all the children who are sick and the hospital has 
had to do the best it could. Besides this, many patients from 
neighboring provinces such as Lopburi, Phetchabun and Pakchong 
District in Nakhon Ratchasima have come and requested treat- 
ment. The symptoms of these two diseases are similar. 
Mosquitoes are the carriers of these diseases and, therefore, 
besides taking precautionary measures to keep from being 
bitten by mosquitoes, people must also be careful about animals 
such as dogs and cats, which can contact the diseases by being 
bitten by mosquitoes and then transmit them to children. 
Besides this, Dr Phaen Thapyutaphicharn, the director of the 
Saraburi Hospital, told the reporter that these diseases are 
very dangerous. If they are not treated properly, the child 
will die. Thus, the parents of children should be very careful. 
If the child contacts one of these diseases, they should 
certainly not try to treat the disease themselves but should 
take the child to a doctor for treatment and consultation. 
[Text }] [Bangkok DAO SIAM in Thai 24 Jun 80 pp 1, 2] 11943 
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VENEZUELA 


HEPATITIS CASES DISCOVERED IN AYACUCHO FOUNDATION OFFICES 
Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 27 Aug 80 Sec 1 p 21 


[Text] Two hepatitis cases have been found among employees of the Gran 
Mariscal de Ayacucho Foundation at ite offices located in the Torre Europa 
on Francieco de Miranda Avenue, and two other cases are suspected. 


The Ministry of Health and Social Welfare reported yesterday that epi- 
demiologistes were investigating the cause, but the possibility of an 
epidemic wae ruled out. 


Nevertheless, there was concern in the Ayacucho Foundation offices and it 
was feared that there would be a wave of absenteeiem because of the present 
alarm. 


Dr Aida Aristeguieta, legal advisor of the Ayacucho Foundation, speaking 
with EL UNIVERSAL reporters, confirmed that at least two cases of hepatitis 
had been confirmed so far. 


She explained that under the circumstances the customary report was sent to 
the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, which sent a specialist who has 
iasued certain instructions to prevent the occurrence of new cases. 


She stated that she had been in direct contact with the Minister of Health, 
Alfonzo Benzecry, and with the director of Public Health, Dr Rafael Albornoz. 


She indicated that the first hepatitis case was reported last week in the 
Control Division of the Technical Department. The victim was identified as 
Nancy Gonzalez. The other case appeared yesterday, and it was none other 
than Dr Aristeguieta's aide, Dr Carolina Vasquez. 


[Question] And the causes? 
[Anewer | There are several sites suspected, among them a soda fountain 


near the building and the drinking water fountains. We have talked with 
Dr Albornoz of Public Health to find possible sources. 
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She declared that although they have taken preventive measures, there is a 
kind of “peychological hepatitis” among the personnel of the Ayacucho 
Foundation and the employees are nervous. 


"Every time someone sneezes," she said, "right away they think it's hepatitis. 
There is a kind of partial absenteeism because most of the employees find 
any excuee to go out and stay away as long as poseible. 


"And ae if that were not enough," she added, "the air conditioning system 
hase not been functioning well in the past 2 weeks and a part had to be 
ordered from Germany; this hae helped to create a disagreeable situation." 


She said that among the measures adopted at the suggestion of the Ministry 
of Health was to use disposable glasses and other tableware; also the 
restrooms were ordered disinfected and stricter hygiene was adopted. 


Miniatry of Health: There Is No Cause for Alarm 


The director of public health of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, 
Dr Rafael Albornoz, stated that the cases at the Ayacucho Foundation 
cannot be termed an epidemic. 


He explained that the incubation period for hepatitis is very long and 
varies between 2 to 6 weeks. 


"Thus,"’ he added, "to investigate a person over such a long period--that is, 
where he has been, where he has eaten, etc.--is not easy, especially in an 
agency where 400 people work." 


He revealed that there were 4,011 known cases of hepatitis in Venezuela 
last year with 52 deaths. 


He said there were two types of hepatitis, type A, which is contagious, and 
type B, which is transmitted by serums, injections, etc. 


The contagious type can be contracted by consuming food or drink at a 
given moment, such as cheese, for example, that is not well processed and 
free of bacteria. Another source is water, as well as person-to-person 
contacts (by means of kissing or sexual intercourse). 


"There are hepatitis cases in every city of the world as a matter of course, 
and it is an epidemiological problem that is considered common; they say it 
is the disease of the future, from the epidemiological point of view, 
because the mechanism for contracting it is not known nor are the means 

of controlling it. There is no adequate vaccination for it." 


He said that in the case of the Ayacucho Foundation a study is being done from 
the standpoint of epidemilogical investigation for the purpose of isolating 
possible foct. 


He gave assurances that once the illness is correctly diagnosed in a person, 
there is no longer significant danger. The patient is prescribed rest, a 
proper diet and medicines to increase his resistance. 
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VLETNAM 


PUBLIC HEALTH SECTOR TAKES MEASURES AGAINST MALARIA 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 18 Sep 80 p 1 


[Article by The Huynh: ‘Health Branch Launches Anti-Malaria Campaign 
in 2,641 Villages Nation-wide"’] 


[Text] To basically eradicate malaria nation-wide in 1980 in celebration 
of the 35th anniversary of independence, since the beginning of the year 
the health branch has conducted anti-malaria activities in 2,641 villages, 
extending protection to 10.2 million people living in malaria~-infected 
areas. Consequently, the malaria carrier rate has decreased from 28.8 
percent to 23 percent, as compared with last year's corresponding period. 
To achieve these results, the health branch as well as other branches 

and localities across the nation have properly carried out technical and 
administrative measures, including zoning, basic investigation, close con- 
trol of the disease, timely treatment, and wide propaganda among the 
people about how to prevent and treat malaria. Nation-wide, especially 

in highland provinces such as Gia Lai~Cong Tum, Dac Lac, and Lam Dong, 
party and administrative committees with focus on solving problems arising 
from grain and food shortages, and transportation costs...have organized 
hundreds of DDT spraying waves, provided prophylactic care for the people, 
and mobilized them to mow bushes, to dredge sewers and ditches, to move 
stables away from houses, and to observe the rules of hygiene. 


As a result, the malaria carrier rate in the Central Highlands has now 
decreased from 5.45 percent to 3.63 percent. With an eye to basically 
eradicating malaria nation-wide in 1980 according to plan, officials in 
the northern areas, in the Central Highlands, and along the coaste of 
the Center and the South presently concentrate on the fall drive against 
malaria, continue to attack and wipe out new pockets of contagion, to 
beef up epidemiologic work with early detection measures, with adequate 
treatment and good patient care, and to urge the districts to basically 
exterminate malaria within the year. 
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SOUTH APRIGA 


Laberone DAILY NiWs in tnglish LS Sep 80 p 1 
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BOTSWANA 


BRLEFS 


CATTLE VACCINATIONS ORDERED--Farmers in Ngamiland have been called upon to 
drive their cattle to crushes for vaccination against foot and mouth 
disease and urged to co-operate if the disease is to be completely eradi- 
cated, The Maun Livestock Officer, Mr L.K. Modise made this call during a 
kgotla meeting in Maun recently, During next month's campaign, Veterinary 
teams will be accompanied by the police whose task will be to persuade all 
reluctant farmers to comply with what is required of them, Mr Modise 
explained, The Livestock Officer aleo appealed to farmers to be always 

at the crushes to ensure that their cattle were all vaccinated and branded 
with a foot and mouth brand, Mr Modise aleo appealed to farmers to 
restrict their cattle movements during the vaccination period, He warned 
that cattle without a foot and mouth brand will not be eligible fer sale 
to Botewana Meat Commission. Responding to some submissions by farmers 
that some of their cattle could not go into the crushes because of their 
hostile nature, Mr Modise explained that they should be informed so that 
they can follow euch cattle to the kraals. Some speakers during the 
meeting questioned the essence of this Vaccination Campaign. [Text] 
[Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 9 Sep 80 p 2) 


CATTLE QUARANTINE CONTINUES--The Department of Animal Health has issued 

a release dismissing allegations to the effect that two quarantine camps 
no longer accept cattle, It says: “Some cattle traders have been telling 
cattle owners that the quarantine camps at Makoba and Dukwe are no longer 
accepting cattle for movement to Lobatee for sale, This is not true, and 
the cattle movement by road from the quarantines to Francistown station 
will continue as long as owners wish to sell enough cattle to fill the 
lorries. The camps at Dukwe and Makoba will accept cattle preferably © 
a Friday, and it is no longer necessary to obtain a permit for the movement 
from their home to the camps. Just bring your cattle. ‘Owners of P50 
cattle may bring their cattle even if they have lost their blue deed of 
hypothecation, provided they declare them to the BLDC representative and 
get written authority to sell them to BMC, Owners are reminded that it is 
illegal to sell hypothecated (P50) cattle to the BMC without permission. 
(text) [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 11 Sep 80 p 1) 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


VIRUS OUTBREAK REPORTED--Several cases of parvo-viruse and coronavirus 
affecting digestive organe mostly in doge and occasionally in cate have 
been reported from different areas of Ceechoslovakia. The virus can be 
fatel to younger dogs, killing them within 24 houre. Although virologi- 
cal etudies have not yet been completed, it hae been determined that the 
virus outbreak ie related to the virue isolated 10 years ago after an 
outbreak in the United States, Australia, New Zealand, Canada and 
several European countries. Currently doge are affected by virus sick- 
nesses in East Germany and Poland ae well. (Prague SVOBODNE SLOVO in 
Czech 3 Oct 80 p 4) 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


EAST COAST FEVER SALD ERADICATED=-The 1960 Nairobi International Show 
opened ite gates to the public yesterday on @ good note. There were 
reporte that Kenya had made a breakthrough in ite efforte to eradicate 
East Coast Fever. A epokeeman for Wellcome Kenya confirmed thie but 
declined to give detaile., The disease is said to have been responsible 
for the death of an estimated 150,000 cattle annually. The spokesman said 
reporte on the breakthrough had been communicated to the “appropriate 
authorities.” (fxcerpt) (Nairobi DAILY MATION in English 30 Sep 80 p 1) 














OUTBREAK OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH DISEASE REPORTED 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 4 Sep 80 p 2 


{Text} 
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VENEZUELA 


BRIEFS 


SWINE CHOLERA DETECTED--Cumana, 26 Aug (Special)--Several cases of swine 
cholera have been diagnosed in the State of Sucre, and the community has 
been advised to refrain from eating pork and pork products until the out- 
break is brought under control. The report was confirmed by Dr Antonio 
Rondon, an official of the Office of Animal Health of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock here, who stated that measures are being taken 
to avoid any unfortunate consequences as a result of the outbreak. At 
the same time he thanked hog growers for visiting the offices of the 
Minietry of Agriculture and Livestock in Cumana and Carupano to receive 
inetruction on how to control the outbreak, which could cause illness 
among anyone consuming the meat or derivatives of these animale. [Text] 
[Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 27 Aug 80 p 1] 9015 
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INTER“AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


GLOBAL SCHEME TO CONTROL TSETSE FLY REPORTED 
Lusaka ZAMBIA DALLY MAIL in English 26 Sep 80 p 4 


[Article by Thomas Land) 


[Text] Dakar-Spotter aircraft hovering over the dying countryside barely 
breathing in the dry heat seek out the enemy among the bushes and thickets 
beneath the lifeless trunks of palm trees still stretching upwards like 
The aerial photographs of the grim terrain 
identify the pockete of tsetse fly colonies restricted in their size and 


abandoned telephone poles. 


numbers by the relentless drought. 


Masked ground crews move in, using 


knapsack spraying equipment, to deal with the insects which have condemned 
an immense area stretching from the shores of the Atlantic to the Indian 
Ocean to disease and hunger. 


The operation is planned 
and executed like a military 
exercise. And the exhausting. 
and expensive. battles which 
are being fought here in the 
Niayes, part of the Sahel in 
Senegal'’s interior coastal 
region bordering the Sahara 
desert, are only the first skir 
mishes in a war intended to 
bring the tsetse fly under con. 
trol Uroughout the African 
continent 


kt will tax heavily all 
sources of financial as well as 
scientific assistance. and it 
offers an enormous reward. 
For the scheme is to contro! 
trypanosomiasis - a disease of 
considerable public health as 
well as veterinary importance 
- and to open up tropical 
Africa for cattle production. 
turning that hungry continent 
mto @ net exporter supplying 
the — meat -deficient 
world. 


Until recently. @ project of 
such magnitude might have 
been dismissd as a planner's 
pipedream. Bui specialists now 
point to a successful recent 
campaign in Nigena where 
vast regions have been 
recovered for agriculture. and 
to Kenya at the opposite end 
of the continent where cattle 
producers have established 
profitable disease-free zones 
for some time, meeting Wes 
tern Europe's stringent stan 
dards for imported meat. An 
offshoot of the programme is 
increased attenuon wo tick 
borne diseases. also affecting 
cattle in Africa. Australia. 
South America and Asia. 

The several diseases collec 
tively called African trypano. 
somiasis have been a scourge 
of the continent for generations 
because of their effect on man 
and livestock. a specialist 





explains. Populations in vari 


ous part. of Africa have been 
devastated by epidemics of 
human trypanosomiasis. oF 
sleeping sickness. The United 
Nations’ World Health Organ 
sation estimates that about 35 
million people are at risk And 
the these diseases have 
prevented animal husbandry 
(except poultry) m about a 
third of the continent. perpetu 
ating insidious hunger. 

They are transmitted by the 
bite of the infected tsetse fies. 
which exist only in Africa. and 
only between the latitudes 
ISON and 2905S. The micro 
scopic disease agents multiply 
in the bloodstream of mam 
mahan hosts Causing progres. 
sive anaemia. emaciation and. 
eventually death No yaccine 
agains ; yet been dis. 
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CUBA 


PLANT HEALTH OFFICE STRESSES MEASURES TO COMBAT BLUE MOLD 


Havana JUVENTUD REBELDE in Spanish 12 Sep 80 p 2 


[Text] The general plant health office has reiterated the requirement that 
all tobacco enterprises and producers implement the provisions of the 
inetruction on the control and prevention of blue mold in tobacco. 


This notification was issued in connection with the beginning of the 
planting season for this crop. 


The body warned that the slanting phase is the first and decisive one in 
the tobacco season, and that the success in a quality harvest of the 
volume required, after 2 years in which production has been affected by 


blue mold, depende on these seedlings. 


Plant protection measures for the seedlings are essential, because they are 
directly related to achieving the volume needed to fulfill the sowing 
program, and in addition determine whether the plants will be strong and 


healthy or not. 


Work with seedlings should also guarantee that the plants are in place in 
time to meet the sowing echedule, since one of the basic goale this year 
is to complete it early. 


On the other hand, thie will guarantee that harvesting can be finished in 
the firet 4 or 5 months of next year. 


The office also warned that all seedling areas must be equipped with dis- 
infecting boxes for the footwear of arriving and departing personnel, and 
such personnel should be reduced to a minimum for the functions of in- 
spection and other tasks. 


It was reiterated that facilities should be ready for the disinfecting of 
equipment which must enter and leave the seedling areas for similar pur- 


poses. 

















Quarantine measures should be linked with those directly related to the 
application of fungicides which prevent the mold. 


In this connection, it ie vital that the echedule for application and the 
officially eatablished dosages be strictly observed. 

In conclusion, the plant health office noted that it is important to 
establish conditions now eo that once the first 4 or 5 days of irrigation 
of the seedling areas has been completed, the firet soil treatment can be 
carried out. 
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NIGERIA 


BRIEFS 


PEST ERADICATION PROMISE~-The Federal Ministry of Agriculture has promised 
to eradicate all harmful pests and diseases that could seriously reduce 
crop yield, The director of the Federal Department of Agriculture, Mr. 0. 
Awoyemi said this while declaring open the seventh national plant quaran- 
tine course at Moor Plantation, Ibadan, In an address read on his behalf 
by the principal agriculture officer in the ministry, Mre. U.B. Mokwunye, 
Mr, Awoyemi eaid the job of a plant quarantine inepector was such that 
required a good degree of proficiency in a number of plant protection 
methods, (Excerpt! [Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 11 Sep 80 p 5] 
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PAKISTAN 


1979 GRAM CROP DESTROYED FROM LACK OF BLIGHT RESISTANT VARIETY 
Lahore THE PAKISTAN NEWS in English 16 Sep 80 p 5 


[Text] While no blight resistant variety of gram has been developed by 
agriculture scientists for about 20 years, the available varieties have 
lost their resistance power, with the telling result that the vast gram 
crop all over the Punjab last year was lost to blight. 


The inadequacy of whatever research has been carried out since 1962 in 
respect of evolution of new varieties and development of existing ones 
since 1962 has been brought into sharp focus by the Punjab Agricultural 
Research Coordination Board (PARCB), which started functioning last year. 


Following comprehensive evaluation of research work, the PARCB reports that 
ecientists responsible for evolving new varieties of gram and developing 
existing ones have put up such a poor performance that even the available 
varieties have ceased to be blight resistant. To make matters worse the 
germ plasma available with the breeders has also not been of much use. 


New Variety 


However, the situation is not entirely hopeless. PARCB has examined the 
standing of a new variety, AUG-Composite-480, which gave good yield during 
the last two "epidemic years" and approved it. Efforts are now afoot to 
multiply ite seeds during the coming growing season so as to release it 

to gram growers. 


The new variety was evolved as a result of the collective efforts of Dr 
Abdullah Khan and Prof. Mohammad Aslam of the Plant Breeding and Genetics 
Department of the University of Agriculture. 


Varsity Efforts 
Gram breeders of the Universe. y « » also expected to evolve outstanding 


hybrids in the near future which -!il be more resistant to blight and wilt-- 
the two major threats to the gram crop. 


47 











Meanwhile, PARCB has decided that in future no hybridization work be taken 
up without mentioning specific objectives. The characters to be combined, 
traneferred or eliminated will now be pinpointed along with the genetic 
source, 

PARCB has also recommended that the MT1, CS30, KT60, KT63, 173 and 1289 
varieties which are reported to be resistant to blight should be tried in 
suitable combinations with three high-yielding varieties: 0235, 0727 and 
6560. 


Comb {nations 


PARCB has further decided that all possible combinations for the hybridi- 
zation programme and evolution of resistant varieties be henceforth made 
by the Pulses Botanist of the local Ayub Agricultural Research Institute 
(AARI). Varieties found to be completely resistant to the store grain 
pest (of gram) will be included in the programme for hybridization with 
promising high yielding varieties. 


PARCB has recommended that research be cenducted for changing the black 
gram varieties into white without losing the yield and other desirable 
characteristics of the varieties. 

In view of the extensive damage done by blight PARCB has decided that 


radiation studies on gram should henceforth be confined, to resistance of 
blight. 


CSO: 4420 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


COTTON CROP INFESTATION--Cotton crop hae been highly inrested with pink 
boll-worm in large areas of Multan and Vehari and famediate steps are 
being taken for aerial epray. The pest situation report from the Cotton 
Research Inetitute of Multan has indicated that pink boll-worm has spread 
over « large area and is considered to be above the economic threshold 
level. Farmers in these areas have aleo asked the Agriculture Department 
of Punjab to undertake similar aerial epraye. it has been suggested that 
the areas with high infestation should be treated at regular intervals 

to keep the pest under control, (Text) ([Karacht DAWN in English 2 Oct 80 
p 12 
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THAILAND 


WHITE FRUIT FLY HITS SUGAR CANE 
Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 24 Aug 80 p 6 
(Article: “white Fruit Fly” ] 


(Text ] On 20 August, Mr Banharn Silpa-archa, the minister of 
agriculture and cooperatives, together with officials concern- 
ed, went to inspect the losses resulting from the spreading 

of white fruit flies and grasshoppers over several hundred 
thousand rai of sugar cane fields in Ratchaburi, Kanchanaburi 
and Suphanburi provinces. The first place he visited was 
Chombung District in Ratchaburi Province. 


Mr Pathom Suthiwatnaruphut, the governor of Ratchaburi 
Province, stated that in five districts, losses from white 
fruit flies total more than 72,000 rai. Help has been provided 
in destroying the insects in more than 30,000 rai. As for the 
penstorte area, help is being provided but there is not enough 
insecticide and there are not enough sprayers or officials in 
order to provide the help needed in this time of trouble of the 
farmers. Mr Banharn stated that the ministry has requested 
permission from the government to use 10 million baht as a 
first step in order to quickly exterminate these sugar cane 
pests. He had come, therefore, in order to provide all possible 
help. 


Following this, the minister of agriculture and cooperatives 
and his party visited the Region 7 sugar cane growers 
association in Thamaka District in Kanchanaburi Province. The 
Sugar cane crowing areas in four provinces -- Kakhon Pathom, 
Ratchaburi, Kanchanaburi and Suphanburi -- have been infested 
and the insects have spread to more than 280,000 rai. Help has 
been provided to more than 70,000 rai. Help is also being 
provided to the remaining area. Mr Banharn visited sugar cane 











fileda in Donsalaep Commune in Phanomthuan District and 
NOongbo Commune in Song Phi Nong District, which have been 
qreatily affected, He ordered that officials and equipment be 
mobilized to completely exterminate the insects within 10 days. 
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